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SYMPTOMS OF SOCIAL FAILURE

Risking death on the Med

Since 2020, the number of attempted Sea Crossings from Tunisian territory has steadily increased. Crossings
spiked in 2023: In the first three months of the year, 1885 persons made it to Italy from Tunisian shores while an
additional 14,963 were intercepted in attempting to. These figures represent 100% and 400% increases,
respectively, on those of 2022.

Mental health Crisis

The Forum Tunisien pour les Droits Economiques et Sociaux documented 45 suicide attempts during the first three
months of 2023, 1/3 of which were by self-immolation. The number of attempts represents a 25% increase as compares
to 2022. A groundbreaking report from International Alert, meanwhile, centered on 18-29 year-olds from working class
areas in El Kabaria, Kasserine, and Tataouine, showed a significant majority suffering from anxiety, 28% suffering
from depression, and a large majority thinking frequently of migrating. When asked for the primary cause of their
distress, uncertainty about the future was identified by more than four of every five research participants.

Data provided by the Forum Tunisien pour les Droits Economiques et Sociaux, the National Institute of Statistics, International
Alert, and the World Bank
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Barrett Limoges, « Kais Saied, the conservative ‘utopian’ leading Tunisia’s electoral revolt », Middle East Eye, 18/9/ 2019 [3]

International Crisis Group, « La Tunisie de Saied : privilégier le dialogue et redresser 'économie », Rapport Moyen-Orient et Afrique du Nord, 232, 4/2022 [4]
Kamel Akrout, « Du visque d’une migration incontrolée », Etudes Marines : La Méditerranée, 23, Centre d’études stratégiques de la marine, 5/2023 [5]
Monica Marks, « Tunisia’s President gives life to a Zionism conspiracy theory », New Lines Magazine, 21/3/2023 [6]

Human Rights Watch, « Tunisia: no safe haven for black African migrants, refugees », rapport, 19/7/2023 [7]
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Rihab Boukhayatia, “Chaines TV Tunisiennes : Dépoliticisation en marche”, Nawaat, 28/3/2023 [11]
Africa Intelligence, “Kais Saied mulls reviving information ministry , 24/4/2023 [12]
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